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WCU  continues  to  prove  'Carey  Strong 

Jan.  tornado  | 

slowing  J 

down  plans  ^  ^|L  pi 

for  campus  i. 

By  Mta  A.  Ovwton 
CorrMpondwtt 


WnHOUTm/OMENT 

VMSHMCTON  (BP)  -  CtwilB 
Ganl.  ihs  iniurA  irt  tfw  osnHr 


July  21  was  •  bot,  sunny  sum¬ 
mer  day  in  Hattiesbura  —  six 
months  to  Ac  day  after  wniam 
Cuey  University  (WCU)  stu¬ 
dents  awolu;  to  rain,  dnmder. 
and  Hgbtning  as  storms  roOed 
into  the  Pine  Belt  and  brought 
an  EF-3  tornado  that  tote 
through  the  can^pus. 

Thm  Mere  no  fctafties,  and 
iiyuries  were  in  iinc^  digits.  The 
rtsmagr  fstimatr  was  plaoed  at 
$73  mOliiXL  Three  lrtit<id|i|il 
BsyBatcfaorehsabsftiesisa  ware 
ako  Ut  hy  ftw  tonado. 

.JSt  SSSZ.'S  ss 

campus  in  a  short  amount  of 
time.  In  those  fiiat  hours,  die 
university  administration  as¬ 
sured  Mksiasippi  Bap^  thm 


nutiaroua  Isgal  bantas  for  ihs 
etianca  to  try  an  ssparimaotal 
oesamanL  and  fatarnad  the 
dtswnout  legal  wranging  tbr 
leading  ID  his  daaftv 


ABACK  IN  BUSINCBS  - 
Jeonee  Tuwier  (cesterX  ueen  at 
Usutlst  swatstsd  WHlistn  Cerev 
Umvenity'm  Coasgs  ot  Otteo- 
pethic  Medicins  on  ths  Hatties¬ 
burg  cempus.  cias  the  ribbon 
July  27  on  the  newdy-fepeired 
and  rafurbwhed  Inlarabbva 
Learning  Canter,  which  vws 
among  the  boiidiogs  heaviiv 
damaged  Jan.  21  when  an  eF-3 
Iprnodo  raked  the  campus 
Joining  Turner  are  commumty 
members  trained  for  rotes  in  pa¬ 
tient  simulations  at  the  Center 
(Photo  couftesv  otdblCU) 


irtmid 

come  back  stronger  than  ever. 

‘Carey  Strong’ was  the  slogan 
that  sprang  ftotn  that  proinise  - 

a  slogan  mat  has  been  demon- 

strated  throu^  the  dedication 
ot  students,  aci^,  suH,  and 
the  community  that  supports 
the  mdeetsily. 

*li69htg  Ml  mudi  in  the  tor- 

3ii&i.'.S3JU^.  ss:,"s.s: 

eomes  once  in  a  genewtion,  9**^,°' 
said  WCU  Prtilent  Tommy  Carey  Umwersrtv  m 
ring  on  the  six -month  annhrer-  in  the  EM  tornado 
sary  of  the  tornado.  A  nbbon  ctating  fo 

After  the  spring  trimester  (below)  e«s  hsW  o 

ended  in  May.  the  second  phase 


OBEGONlAXlWrERS 

TORMOABOimONS 

SALEM.  Ore.  (BP1  -  (^Qon 
twanhsmaasanltmpey- 
srs  wB  men  be  poyino  tor 
abortion,  um  iiauepmea.  and 
stenteaMon  ureter  a  n«M  l»v 

Gov.  Ksta  BrcMirv  a  Oertio- 
cmt.  hsa  vowed  to  sign  The 
irew  Isw  wdl  fortjid  Iwehh  irv 
sustnoa  ptons  .n  .(x  -Firfig 
'a  daducehis  ur  3rv  eshta 
cu.«shamg  rroover-e  y’ 

|7>r  tfbartibrk.  fJtt)  SCf^t  ^'ing. 
pr^witsi  cart,  po«T-r.atel 
.ir4  ill  torms  of  i^fluiinrep- 
trtjn  ChurchC'  .>'td  «. 

nnnLircrftts  wti:  l>C'  .’'41-  be 
err^Joyaea  m.Ty '  nn  to  0; 
eniv’s  urr*Mrri.i  '■  Lind  to  -'-’’raw 

thPvuA  'Jf  •'!'■  ■rtion 


rmi 

r-friC-  *'.■.-'1^ 


■i>' 


An  insatiable  demand 


Daniel  Reed  Cumtninj^ 
up  (or  early  releoK 
iroin  prisou  a  couple  of 
but  public  outeiy 
■^bed  Okmc  plans.  I  vnu  taken 
bark  to  3007. 

^  Cummings  entered  the 
lafayette  County  Coarthouse  in 
Oxford  in  October  of  that  year 
the  ap-;^Kdd  kxdced  for  all  the 

world  iike  a  daan-cut  college  kid 
OT  his  way  to  church.  His  suit 
awM  and  his  haircut  sharp,  be 
didn  t  look  like  someone  focmg  a 
caRnm  murder  trial  for  dragginc 
a  C'nivertity  of  Mianssippi  police 
0*^(0  deadi  with  his  veBcfo 
dtvmg  n  atcohol- and  dnw- 
■DducedadiM. 

¥(f  thai^  fodna  Officer 

nh  *  -■ - ■  -  a-  -  -»  »  M 

^neving  family 
BMlwrtmukjiiu 

kiwduca4 

.■■i!i.;.'Keo<’30>*ar8.  If 
Of ’ll! ’i.-v  'imfoted  of  capital 

.•i;Ta^-chigBd,the 
''"'•^'MavebtenKfo 

:  .(i.i  ult’ani  stsu*-  ;>~j{jle 

•rfi  uir  Oi  !  ■,-Ui.^iwhcn 
;  I  v.ftV-.,.  ur,.>ancc8 
■  "  ■•’  ■  On 

i.  toft,  L*!:...;!  waa 


RabMl 


whh  Moed^s  guilty  plea  to  a 
reduced  diatge. 

Fbr  their  part,  Cununing'a  Cam- 
uyreiiiiaiBeee  dwut  the  athletic 
ea«er  of  their  atrappinfL  b'a'  son 
and  hte  aeleetiep  not  ao  tong  ago 
as  Mr,  Heaaton  Middle  Sebom 
h)  GennaHown,  lU  They  re- 
■neinbei- Osn  at  church  camp  at  a 
}pw«it«  and  when  be  achieved 
M  loog-heidgoal  of  beoomiiK  an 
Ole  Miss  audent,  like  his  father 
before  him. 

%  much  is  gone  from  both 
nunffiem  never  to  be  recovered. 
Awonol,  as  is  atanost  always  the 
caae,  is  at  the  HM  of  this  tragedy. 

?“*’*?»*  «*>>erdntgB 

iKtedhlQMMilfog*al»»irimlogy 

ipptKta  m  4oahoi  !Mw  Aefa^ 
ar?lfM»roa*harg(^lf<^, 


Ui  way  up  to  £be  other  dnrgt.  It 
la  virtual^  uiibeard  rtf  for  a  youna 

penontoalartwWk«Btdhr>- 

orevenmarihiaito— mithjM 
dlaoovier  alcca»l.  ItJoadoeanT 
haoM  that  wav. 

OK  seemingly  eternal  question 
rewiains  to  be  answered:  mwn 
«op jatilfica^people  Bke 


^al  wbL'I^judtoa^taKtliqUQl 

means  i.iliy 

•  ,  IT  offm-d f,u- StdT^iTll*  si; 

’’  1“  Uej  ipi'. 

‘  :  .menu 

That  .11  :  rriMns  ^h-‘  --  ii  jf 
1'  a  si«.-,  ::i!.  p«i-.-u>e  i*™  is 
reijK.a  n  I'ut  of  Offi¬ 

cer  Unglr-v,  rt}p.i#t,niberrr!:--t!- 

•’.liiii  'jfTiii,  vvjfi  an.’ '-Sc  *;  m,  the 
ruiii.ition.f  tianni— — ' —  jad 

i  ‘'^Si^LJon 

■  A  ■  ■'  I  .  t'' 


Give  them  solid  truth 


pending  a  wed:  embedded  in  tls 
^^youtfa  odiiiie  eather  this  sionmer 
FaBs  Cted:  Baptist  Conference 
Center  in  Davis.  (Rl.  has  left  a  sjgnHirant 

unDTcesion  on  my  ntU  and  hean. 

I  haw  spent  numy'boun  ixMxlering 
acMue  of  my  esperiencesatxf  encounters 
^  OMaboma  Baptist  young  peotfo.  1 
dncpvoid  a  ime  number 
^-bnght,  spiritually-aware,  sold-out, 
Goepd-centeed,  and  cuhun^-chal- 
lenm  teens. 

has  coiled  me  to  draw  some 
contfosions  dwut  Southern  Baptists  and 
the  local  church  ministry.  Contniy  to  what 
,  aomepeoi^  may  think,  marry  Christian 
j  teens  are  looking  for  wiQ«  to  develop  a 
I  growing,  dynanuc  feith. 

I  These  young  Oiiistians  want  to  know 

1  Je8iisooa{>ei»QOBllevd.Theyh8veak>ng- 
i  Pt*w  iu  understanding  now  prayer 

I  0^  dally  time  in  the  Word  re^make  a 
difference  in  their  lives. 

I  Ev^  survqr  I  read  tdls  me  that  parents 

i  influential  people  m  their 

I  efaiidrens  lives.  IfSouthem  Baptists  want 
ynjntS  people  who  have  a  dynamic,  UviiiB 
"?*n  markrt  a  deep  ana  abiding  ida- 
tioostap  with  Jesus,  we  must  be  parents 

who  demonrtrate  this  reteionship. 

Teaching  is  vital  and  training  is  more 

■nqxxtam  stiB,  but  living  out  our  feith  and 
dononstiatinginvisfolewaysthioughreal- 
We  emeriences  is  most  inmoctant  Parents 
roegfoo^’ responsiKlity  to  diadple 

Teenswholiwintwo-parentClirist- 
cent^  homes  how  become  a  mhurity 
Family  dysfunction  and  paroits  devoid  of  a 
growing  idatio^p  with  Oirfet  dominate 

80  OMpy  toens*  bves.  Hiis  hrirw 

the  church  must  tdKgredS^OK).^^ 
in  connecting  00  a  persood  beak  whfa  our 
ITf**  S’eV’S  need  mentora 

who  win  invest  in  Bwir  lives,  one  on  one. 

and  disciple  them. 

pastor  at  FaDs  Oeek  &  for  me  was  to 
mpresB  on  TO  that  young  people  are  open 
to  lektionehips  with  older  adute  who  win 

lowe»  listen,  and  guide  them. 

o€  tne  tittii.  OiristiAn  young  People,  w  a 
W^,  w  unprepared  to  de^^bfolical 

Too  often  teaching  and  training  in 
the  church  leave  teens  with  only  sthm 


BJptistRecord 


'  Guest  opinion 

with  Anthony  Jordan 


veneer  of  biblical  acumea  Tragic!  These 
ypung  people  are  inteDectually  astute  and 

^  want  to  understand  how  and  why  the 

B^  IS  so  countercultural  on  moral  issues 
oftheday.  ' 

If  Baptists  do  not  provide  a  solid 
apc^Mdic  approach  to  teaching  biblical 
troth,  there  is  roing  to  be  a  major  de¬ 
cline  m  biblical  living  in  the  da^  ahead 
Yoito  people  are  not  obstinate  and 
rebeUious;  they  must  be  given  solid  truth 
that  telps  them  approach  the  hot  button 
of  *e  day  with  imellectual 
and  bibucal  confidence. 

If  the  church  ignores  this  enbfmou.s 
need,  pur  young  people  will  continue  to 
go  away  to  coUeges  and  universities  and 
be  beaten  into  submission  by  goffies.s 
professors  and  friends.  These  young  peo 
we  are  sent  out  like  defenseless  sbrep  to 
the  slaughter. 

Christians,  we  are  guilty  if  we  do  not 

take  seriously  the  church’s  responsibil- 

It  b  not  wrong  to  have  pizza  parties, 
paintb^  nights,  and  a  variety  offiin 
w^ents  KH*  teens.  Indeed,  these  are  a  must. 

P**^ts  and  the  church  must 
g;{".^”ffMsibaity  to  teke  this  incred- 
>Me  generteion  of  teens  and  train  them  for 

fb^juhuial  battles  they  wffi  fece. 

g»v«ai  tools  to  defend  their 
ta^witb  confidence.  Any  less  is  a  defeuh 
^  OuiAan  parents  and  the  cfaurefa  00 
tn®**’ God«given  resptxiBibility. 


yo^ujuuM  imscolumnhrstappe 
m  The  BaptM  Messenger  (bapHst^- 
soyer.com),  the  corwentkjn*s  newaour- 
-Urf^^courtesv'^. 


A'iSairH  J~*  Jt 
ofiBtimifcwcdaif 


Jiy -I,.., 

'n,.i'.vrateA;:ia(p 

OrtsMsaKtegH 

v  V  i-e, 


IsnteWnlis 

M=;t 

mg 


•apHstsesif 

Mvitoit  Tssmlu...  ssMBBnaBaa. 

i^iMNswAfeanr  . % . 

t-vwm  fitsvse.  Onto::  F«o«l,  rT  Bos  UO 
(iSM  Bovd.  BKoHisiisn  n; 

SWngaf.  toMsirta  JBTKftSX 


R««ttrns 


HtdSLBsrStotoS 


cwvi  chsn^Bi  of 

^*'wnk)  ItnBtoiist 
"Wwil  PC  BosSJO 

3B2BM5X) 


TsfiemilH-JBOO 
f«c  160112^.33* 
E-atobfe 
voeboy 


-  —  *  *«*«»» •  BSNBBOS^fffl 

--  F  awSpt  Mffsis  Ct  Ju*V  4  Ml  CbiHBM  1m  8m  na,,.-.  ^  _ 

51SMitiitMe9^e;rBa(.Jaete]n  MS  39?ir  *^iii  inTlfr  hjj  -a^jw***  Bawd. 

Dssdtos.  AHociatlnn 

Adwtt*,- 


August  3,  20/  7  The  Battist  Rbtiri) 


First  Person:  Getting  aid  where  it  needs  to  be 


By  Pat  Melancon 
Corraspondant 

It  was  not  bow  things  were 


When  thine  go  wrong,  it’s 
certainly  good  to  take  a  step 
back  and  evaluate  but  an  even 
better  approadi  is  to  seek  train¬ 
ing  first  and,  tbraeby,  avoid 
preventaMe  mis^eps. 

After  seeing  this  Mppen  time 
and  again,  it  woukl  be  easy  to 
get  disooutagBd.  In  the  fiiK  of 
our  stnK^,  my  organization  — 
Baptist  Gtobal  Response  —  has 
labored  over  the  years  to  figim 
out  how  to  strategically  ^aovide 
aid  to  pectin  a  way  that  actu-  . 
allyhcsps. 

BapMdobel  Response 
undoglrdE  the  work  of  Southon 
Baptists  worldwide  and  partners 
witn  others  who  are  like-minded 
Baptist  dobel  Renxmse  is  not 
an  official  entity  ofthe  Soutb- 
em  Bapc^  Convention,  but  it 
is  rootM  in  the  soQ  of  Southern 
Bni^  fife  and  committed  to 
hoping  Southern  Baptists  who 
care  cmnect  with  people  in  need 
around  the  world 

Our  aim  is  to  rtKxlel  and 
train  others  how  to  give  a  cup 
of  water  in  Jesus's  name  (Matt. 
10:42,  Mark  9:41)  in  a  way  that 
shows  His  heart  for  the  world 
aixi  also  recognizes  tne  world's 
need  for  Christ. 

Mr^'  of  the  amunon  reasons 
that  aid  efforts  fiiil  to  accom¬ 
plish  their  goals  result  from 
poor  planmr^: 

■  A  pre-distribution  assess¬ 
ment  of  the  situation  is  not  done. 

■  A  pre-selected  fist  of  the 
most  vulitenble  viclinis  and 
redpients  of  aid  is  net  created 


We  were  reqwnding  to  a  di- 

sastious  eaitii-  _ 

quake  that 

hit  a  remote  ap 

area  of  Central  j 

AsUandkOled  I 

thousandsof  I  ” 

men,  women,  B 

anddiildren. 

Ourtliree 

trurka  loaded  BBIfc  M 
with  piovi-  MELANCON 

sioos  trad  just 

rounded  a  treadierous  bend  in 
the  mountain  road  skirting  the 
predpioe  of  a  caiiyon. 

Suddenly,  the  two  tr  jcks  in 
front  of  me  began  slow  og  down. 
As  I  slowed  I  watched  -t  boulder 
rofl  down  the  mountai  itoward 
thrfront  of  the  first  tr  ck.  The 
dtivet  opened  his  doo*  and  ran 
from  the  still-moving  /eiiide. 
The  driver  of  the  sect' nd  truck 
(fid  the  same.  Both  t  v.rits  put¬ 
tered  to  a  stop. 

It  was  an  ambush  Withina 
matter  of  seconds,  multitude 
of  people  were  run>iitjg  down 
the  slope  toward  to:  aban¬ 
doned  trucks.  * 

I  jumped  out  of  r  ly  vehicle 
and  yellM  to  the  drSers, -Just 
let  them  take  itf’ Tie  attackers 
snxitbeTed  the  tnir  is,  grabbing 
anything  thn  cot  id  cany.  Young 


IN  JESUS'  NAME  —  At  an  undisclosed  location  in  Central  Asia,  a  young  boy  displaced  by  armed 
conflicl  carnes  a  Southern  Baptist-provided  food  packet  for  his  family  Southern  Baptists  providod  the 
aid  through  their  gifts  to  Global  Hunger  Relief  (DP  photo) 

■  Allow  them  to  tell  you  came  to  Christ  because  nf  some  Baptest  Global  Response 

what  Ls  needed  and  who  should  sort  of  need.  et^uips  responders  to  plan  for 

receive  the  aid.  In  the  Gospels,  Jes as  shared  the  safe  distribution  of  aid 

■  Pre-distribute  coupons  to  the  truth  about  Himself  tijo-plus  because  well-plaruKii  Iraining 

the  recipients  to  redeem  the  day  times.  In  neariv  too  of  thewe  helps  maximize  “cutr-of-wiater’ 

of  distnoution.  times.  He  also  brought  physical  opportunities  to  am  limitless 

■  Have  the  recipients  line  up  healing  and/or  rebel  from  himger.  Kingdom  expansion.  Humani- 

and.check  in  before  things  start.  Luke  wrote  in  the  iVwk  of  tarian  crises  ate  indeed  tn^. 

■  Place  the  check-in  point  a  Arts  that  the  chiuch  held  all  but  attempts  to  bring  relief  in 

good  distance  from  the  distribu-  thinfp>  in  common  to  assist  those  their  wake  should  not  l». 

tion  point.  in  (Arts  2:43-47).  Tie  Opportunities  to  tl^ver  aid 

■  Diatrfiiute  the  Items  at  a  re-  residt  of  sudt  concern  was  the  are  afe  opportunities  to  leyvl 

strirted  access  kxatkm  (not  the  convetaionof  many.  Regional  Kingdom  princlptea  <4 

back  of  a  truck,  for  example).  groups  of  Ooisdanscomrftnited  grace,  and  wisdom  to  peop^ 

■  Plan  to  distribute  everv-  to  assist  those  in  need  from  whose  nee^  are  phyiocalbm 


louten.  Within 


minutes  everyttang  was  gone. 

The  vandals  were  Back  over  the 
mountain  and,  again.  In  hiding. 

Catastrophic  relief  attempts 
like  this  incident  are  heartbreak- 
u»  They  occur  simply  because 
Ufa  lack  of  good  pfenning.  The 
result  is  diet  resources  are  squan¬ 
dered  and  good  oppoituiBties  are 
lost  to  truly  help  peo|  Ve  in  need. 


Afeiancon,  who  has  served 
in  international  disasters  for 
more  than  years,  is  the  Aski 
Rim  area  director  for  Haptist 
GUihal  Response  (gobyrxtm). 
Ills  commentary  appears  her)' 
courtesy  of  Baptist  Rress.  Rd 
iU'd for  style 


can  facilitate  a 


smoOT  process^  aid  efbrts: 

■  Assess  the  need  with  both 
national  partners  and  the  af¬ 
fected  community. 


Religious  liberty  champion  nominated  for  ambassador 


WTiilc  in  Congress,  he  spoke  out 
for  rcligiuus  frtxxlom  in  varksis 
nxmtries  :uxl  stioi^  tiacked  the 
1998  IntemationiU  Religi(xi.s 
(lAni  .Art  (IRKA)  that  created  the 
[xK*  for  which  he  is  the  msninei'. 

Russell  Mcxire,  president  of 
the  .S<«ithem  HaiJtisI  Kthifs  aixt 
RefigiotLs  Ijliertv  Commission 
in  N'a.sh\iUe.  in  .1  written  releasi- 
described  Bniwnhuck  as  "iUi  ixit- 
standing  choke'  who  will  he  'an 
exceptii  mal  amhassadi  ir 

"He  has  m\  prayers  aixl  pUsige 
of  full  (vxiperation,  and  1  kxik  tor- 
wTinl  to  working  with  him  in  tig' 
rears  ahead  We  tacd  all  the  dip- 
liHnatir  and  inteHectuaJ  power  we 
can  muster  in  addiessuig  these 
critical  matters  of  human  rights 
and  global  security 

■f  urge  the  .Senate  to  con¬ 
firm  Governor  BrownbaeV 
without  delay  ' 


■  Religious  Freedom  is  the  first 
freedom.  The  choice  of  what  you 
(lo  with  vTHir  own  soul,*  Btowti- 
bik  said  on  Twitter  after  the  an- 
ntHincemenl.  "1  am  honored  to 
serre-  stah  an  important  caase.' 

The  ambassa(k>r-at  brj^e 
oversees  the  State  llenartments 
Office  of  Intcniational  Religkiiis 
Freedom  which  monitors  reli- 
gious  liberty  conditions  ovicscaS, 
proposes  policies  in  different  re 
gions  or  countries,  and  estahlysh- 
es  programs  to  further  freedom 
of  helirf. 

If  itmfirmcd  hi  ttic  C.S.  .Sen¬ 
ate.  Brownbaek  will  bring  vast 
iHiWk  service  experience  and  a 
history  of  global  reliaous  liberty 
advocacy  to  the  post.  He  has  been 
Kansas’  governor  since  2011,  af¬ 
ter  two  years  in  the  UR.  House  of 
Representatives  and  i.s  rears  in 
the  U.S.  Senate 


adviKates  for 
the  freedom 

that  Is  under  _ 

threat  in  much  BROWIjfBACK 
(>f  the  world. 

The  White  House  annmuiced 
on  July  26  the  president’s  inteii- 
lion  to  neaninatc  Brownbaek 
as  ambassador-at-large  for  in¬ 
ternational  reUgious  freedom 
Brownbaek  welcomed  tlw  op- 
portuniW  despite  being  in  the 
midst  ofnis  second  term  as  Kan¬ 
sas  governor. 


t 
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Wiereoendy  went  dirou^  OUT  ■ 

first  tropical  storm  oftbe  sea¬ 
son.  It  was  not  a  big  wind  event  ^ 
but  a  lot  of  gust  sod  huge  amounts  of  A 

rain.  Stfll.it  was  a  storm  and  an  indica- 
tea  of  things  to  come  as  die  year  moves 
along.  About  the  same  time  that  storm 
was  coming  in.  I  received  in  the  mail 
a  pamphlet  I  asBume  was  sent  to  just 
about  everybody  in  Misussqipi.  maybe 
in  the  Southeast,  titled.  Hurncane 
Guide.  Ihoaecd  us  who  live  in  the  South 
and  especiflly  here  in  Mississippi  know 
that  storms  are  not  just  a  few  months 
out  of  the  vear.  We  seem  to  have  them 
yearrouno. 

Sometimes  the  stormr.  are  in  the 
form  of  a  huge  hurricane  and  at  other 
times  outbredisoftornadoes  or  iust  one  . 
tori,  ado  forming  and  swooping  down  around 

overt  community.  At  still  other  times  peoples 

the  slonns  are  none  of  those  but  just  an  *1108 

incredible  rain  that  produces  floods  and  oittMae 
fladi  floods  which  can  be  deadly  as  well  inyAJn 
as  destructive.  We  Uve  in  a  world  where  iih,.iwn 
storms  come  frequently.  ofallsti 

If  you  open  your  Bibie  and  begin  to  pointal 

readjust  the  Gospels  and  do  it  with  M  dealii.1 _ _ _  , 

eye  toward  storma,  you  win  realise  that  one  near  and  dear  tti  us  and  leave  us 
in  tilw  lives  of  Jesus  and  His  discipies,  strt^^ing  to  put  things  back  togethn  or 

storms  often  caoietbeiiwsw.  In  the  bow  to  deal  with  the  sadness  and  grief  of 

Gospel  of  Mark,  you  set  onty  to  chapter  imov^  the  loved  one  is  no  longer  being 

four  before  this: 'Ana  there  arose  a  great  with  them.  Ihoee  storms  ate  just  as  real 
storm  of  wind,  and  flie  waves  beat  into  They*rejust  as  frightening  siw  can  do  a 

thesfa^soflutitwasnowfrill'CMatfc  lotafdmnage. 

4.'37).dck*>s*B^  ^‘^‘*tiples  were  out  Fear  seems  to  grip  evenhody  when 
on  At  sea,  a  storm  blew  up,  and  they  a  storm  approaches,  andme  repotting 

wereinpM.  of  the  storm  heightens  anrietv  we  hare 

Sfbrms.  tiien  as  now,  can  be  an  un-  already  developed.  The  tboi^it  that 
wdoome  but  normal  pact  of  our  lives.  makes  storms  most  frightening  is  the 
The  Bible  says  that  it  rains  on  the  just  fact  they  are  unodntroUable.  You  cim’t 

and  the  uiqust  (Matt.  S'-45).  You  and  teach  out  and  grab  the  wind  or  push 

lUvcinswotklwhaeweeimeiience  badi  the  v«ater.  Also  frightening  the 
storms  thsftvWh  the  htft  and  the  ustinat.  fact  that  storms  are  unoert^. 


Storm  Warnings 


Secondly,  we  need  to  freioare. 
people  livi^  in  stormy  areas  know  the 
weather  can  change  quickly,  but  many 
m«W»  DO  tboughttul  preparstioiis.  Every 
one  of  us  shcMUd  be  constantly  ^rt  that 
storms  can  and  will  come,  and  I'm  not 
isHring  about  just  the  weather  storms. 
rmtaUung  about  all  the  storms  of  life. 
None  of  us  are  immune.  None  of  us  live 
without  storms  being  part  of  our  lives. 
When  you  get  into  a  bMt  or  when  you 
set  out  for  a  day's  work,  you  need  to  be 
aware  that  thiiilgs  happen.  You  need  to 
.be  alert.  Bewrare. 

Thirrfly,  we  need  to  share.  With  a 
storm  coming  you  need  to  take  cate  of 
yoursdf,  butbeyond  that  you  need  to 
be  in  a  position  to  quickly  bdp  others. 
Share  with  them.  Take  core  of  tbeir  chil¬ 
dren,  atid  even  their  pets.  Take  care  of 
the  ddeily  vdio  may  not  be  able  to  help 
tbemsdves,  and  help  calm  their  fears.  As 
elderly  people  encounter  end  of  life  ex¬ 
periences,  you  and  I  need  to  understand 
that  we  nera  to  be  near  to  them.  Even 
though  tibe  Lord  promises  tUat  when  «ve 
walk  through  the  vaUey  of  the  shadow 

of  death  He  will  be  there  (Psalm  23:4), 

h  is  comforting  for  peo|fle  we  love  and 
^  whom  we  care  to  tu^  cAfaer  people 
standing  by  to  hold  their  hand  and  en¬ 
courage  them  in  the  storms. 

Ihe  laat  strength  and  hold  for  os  in 
the  storm  is  jsrover.  The  disciples  jn 
the  fourth  chapter  of  Mark:  quicHy  called 
on  Jesus  and  He  was  near.  He  spoke  to 
the  winds  and  the  waters  and  then  to 
them  for  He,  mote  than  any  other  per- 
sem  who  win  ever  be  available  to  us,  can 
control  the  storms  in  our  lives.  On  beau¬ 
tiful  suniry  days,  we^can  Irak  to  Jesus 
and  entrust  our  lives  to  Him.  When  the 
clouds  move  in,  the  day  goes  dark,  and 
the  storms  of  lire  overWK  us,  we  know 
He  is  stiH  there  witii  us.  CsiB  on  Him. 

'  Walk  with  Him.  Trust  Him,  and  you  will 
be  ready  for  the  storms. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tions^tnbdbx/rg. 


Staff  Changes 


causeyviule  church,  mbrdian. 

has  called  Gifeert  Eaves  as  pastor  Ha  is 
pictufed  with  his  wife  Anns 


AuKuvt  1.  2017  Thi- Bakiisi  Rb  dkd 


CHURCH  THEFTS  -  Too)*  and  ottier  equipment  were  stolen  over  ttio  course  of  muHiple  breaknns 
during  a  six-day  penrx!  at  Suburt>an  CInirch  in  Nm  Orleans  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Jeffrey  Friend) 


NOLA  church  suffers  many 
thefts,  remains  optimistic 


INVESTIGATION  ONGOING  ~  Stephanie  Friend  (center) 
wife  of  Suburban  Church  pastor  Jeffrey  Friend,  and  .in  unidenti 
fiod  member  of  the  congregation  speak  with  a  New  Orleans  police 
officer  about  the  breaknns  at  the  church  (BP  photo  courtesv  of 
■Jeffrey  Friend) 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Jast 
a  months  from  completing 
a  renovation  of  its  building 
hteviK-  damaged  1^  a  tornado 
in  Febniaiy,  a  New  Orieans 
rhimJi  has  suffered  yet  anoth¬ 
er  setback  with  thefts  from  its 
worship  cater. 

Multiple  times  over  a  six- 
day  periodj  bibgLirs  broke  into 
the  worship  cMNr  of  Subur¬ 
ban  Church  and  stole  of5ce  and 
construction  equipid^t,  pas¬ 
tor  Jeffery  Friend  repdTM  in  a 
■story  published  July  2S  ^  the 
Baptist  Message,  weekly  news 
journal  of  the  Loui.siana  Baptist 
Convention. 

However,  ju-st  like  the  torna¬ 
do  failed  to  d^roy  the  church's 
spirt.  Friend  said  the  thefts  will 
not  stop  the  congregation  from 
moving  back  into  its  buiidii^. 

“I  truly  believe  wherever  God 
is  showing  out.  ;nu  should  lool 
for  Satan  to  show  up,"  Friend 
said.  Tm  not  surprised  bad 
things  have  started  to  happen. 
In  fact,  I  anticipated  it  but  God 
has  been  doing  amazing  things 
at  and  for  Suburban.' 

Among  the  items  stolen  were 
three  computers,  two  televi¬ 
sions,  two  printers,  power  tools, 
and  shingles.  Until  a  security 
system  ran  be  in.staUrd  in  two 
weeks,  the  church  also  has  to 
pay  $1,800  for  mernight  armed 
.security  miards. 

Friend  said  an  investigation 
by  the  New  Orleans  Police  De¬ 
partment  is  ongoing. 

An  EF-3  tornado  loucheti 
down  in  eastern  New  Orleans 
on  Feb.  7,  heavily  damaging  the 
church’s  facilities.  More  than 


'I  truly  believe 
wherever  God  is  showing 
out,  you  should  look  for 
Satan  to  show  up." 

Jaffary  Friend 

Suburban  Church  pastor 


100  churches  acr(is,s  the  I'.S.  re¬ 
sponded  to  help  rebuild.thc  fa 
rilitic-s  in  the  months  following 
the  toe  lUidu. 

Most  recently.  First  Church 
in  Haughton,  I.a.,  worked  on 
The  rebuild  and  is  teaming  up 
with  Grace  (  hurch  from  Spring  ■ 


field,  Tn..  to  help  finish  the  wor- 
shp  center. 

Ccvaii  .Spinnev,  pastor  of 
First  Church;  Haughton.  is  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convcntioii  s 
presUlent  and  Steve  Freeman, 
jiastor  of  Grace  Church,  is  the 
renni's.s<-e  Baptist  ('ouven- 
tion's  president. 

Krieixi  is  hoping  th<-  stolen 
«iuipnx'nt  will  he  movereri 
lh>'  lehuilding  ptvci-ss  can  cem- 
tinue  without  many  intemipbons 

"Pray  that  the  skilleif  hii'lp 
kei’ps  coming  and  we  ran  affoni 
to  go  in  w  hen  it's  time  to  p  >  in."  [ 
the  pastor  said  'll  would  be  ter-  ' 
nhle  to  go  into  a  new  building  ! 
and  It's  cmplv  "  ' 


Bag  weaving  high 
art  at  Okla.  church 


BETHANY,  Okla.  (BP)  -  It 
started  vdth  a  magazine  ar¬ 
ticle  Eileen  Atkias  read  about 
church  members  making  mats 
out  of  plastic  ba^  and  gKong 
them  to  the  lK)m(uess. 

It  sounded  like  sometJiing 
the  women  in  her  church  vkxnild 
enjo>'  doing,  so  Atkins  told 
them  about  it,  thinking  .some* 
one  else  Would  take  charge.  To 
her  surprise,  the  women  asked 
Atkins  when  she  was  going  to 
start  the  minlstr>  . 

“1  didn’t  want  to  do  it  be¬ 
cause  my  husband  had  just  had 
can^r  surger>-  and  I  thoi^t,  I 
don’t  think  1  can  do  this  now,’" 
Atkins  recounted,  '^ut  God 
didn’t  let  me  go  so  we  started 
making  mats  a  few  weeks  later." 

Now,  more  than  five  years 
and  170  mats  later,  the  “bag 
ladies”  of  First  Chur^  in  Beth¬ 
any,  Ok.,  are  going  strong  with 
^ir  ministry  to  tne  homeless 
in  Oklahoma  Cit>'. 

Every'  Monday  from  10  a.m 
to  noon,  anywhere  from  five  to 
15  women  get  to  work  sorting, 
cutting,  looping,  and  making 
what  look  like  yarn  halls,  all  out 
of  recycled  plastic  bags 

Hicse  halls  of  plastic  bap;  an* 
then  crochettxl  into  washabU*. 
moisture-resLsUint,  three-by-six- 
feet  mats.  Eadi  mat  takes  w  es¬ 
timated  65  hours  to  create  and 
coosutoof  600*700  plastic 
"It’s  a  labor  of  love,"  volun¬ 
teer  Neida  ik'/inei^r  said.  **1 
am  a  iMig  lady’  and  proud  of  it 
because  I  can  t  do  much  for  the 
Lord  now  because  phyKically 
I  can  t  do  things  like  I  iise<i  to 
do.  but  I  can  do  thi'i.“ 

I'luirlotte  Hovif.  vsho  is  fair- 
l>  new  to  l>oth  the  gn)U|>  aiul 
the  church,  said  slic  >  "\it\ 
bles.st*d  that  there  is  a  v\u\  tliat 
I  ean  help.” 

"I  can  t  s<‘e  well,  ami  1  h.i\ea 
lot  of  arthritis  ami  liiiutetl  nio 
bility.”  Bovie  siud.  ’but  I  tan 
help  h<  re  h>  pressing  tiags  loi 
the  other  ladies  " 

W'hat  IkMe  ineaas  lis  pn*s.s 
ing  bags'  is  taking  eaih  plaslu 
iKig  :uxl  tbiding  it  iHtitiy  in  a  VN:t\ 
that  oHowmIk-  next  jktschi Uieut 
the  hag  to  make  ^..^-inch  kM>{>s 
tliat  in'  used  to  nill  into  a  tvill 


Pattsv  Littlefield,  who  has 
btH*n  with  the  ministiy  since 
the  beginning,  said  she  enjoys 
the  felio'vship  “and  that  !  can 
do  somethii^  for  somebody 
else.  Every  week  when  we  get 
together  to  make  mats  is  jast  a 
blesvsing  to  me." 

At  Duretta  Drake  is  a 
master  crocheter  for  the  bag 
ladies,  sarii^.  “I’m  a  senior-se¬ 
nior  citKen.  with  a  laugh. 

Like  many  of  the  volun¬ 
teers.  Drake  does  most  of  her 
erwheting  at  home.  Some 
who  offer  their  time  to  make 
the  plastic  hag  mats  are  home- 
hound,  so  women  from  the 
church  take  the  needed  mate¬ 
rials  to  them  to  make  the  mats 
at  their  convenience. 

The  mats  are  (ILstributed  to 
the  homeless  throu^  another 
ministry  at  First  Church  that 
takes  sandwiches,  soup,  and 
clothing  items  to  three  dif¬ 
ferent  shehers  in  downtown 
Oklahoma  City. 

Each  Moniiy  as  the  kitlk^v 
bepn  mat  production,  they  ha\t 
a  devTitional  time  with  the  liord 
“It  hits  us  between  the  every 
wwk,"  .SchnekkT  sakl. 

The  women  involvixl  in  the 
miriLstrv  make  sure  each  mat 
made  h^  a  special  des^  so  tluit 
ewh  one  is  unique.  The  women 
(hvide  t)eg3  into  such  categories 
as  store,  texture,  and-abe.  'They 
have  even  iwetl  M  pHastic  tabk* 
cloths,  proving  then*  is  no  iinul 
to  thetr  n-saorcWii]  ways. 

Afrer  a  mat  is  etmipletetl. 
all  the  wximen  pray  over  the 
mat  aiul  its  future  owner.  “One 
fnir  pravers  is  that  people 
fvvhi»t  get  these  mats  v>iji  kn'»v> 
that  ''t  lovi*  tlieni.  sitinehodv 
IffVt-  them.  iKtiiijsi'  s.iinf 
tiiiiC'«  I  think  thev  teel  unlovixi 
hut  \M*  l(»\e  them.''  Vtku;-  v.nd 
.-Mkins  [xjuited  Mui  It  ’silt 
just  llu  hu;  ladi‘‘-‘  -Abi:  .in-  0 
MHHisil’le  tor  till-  j'if»d;i«  f mil  ttf 
tiu  iiMts.  luit  eacli  [M  r-'sij  .vht. 
has  tfjufluii  the  b.igs  trmn  tin* 
iH'ginning  -it  the  j>r'Hess  when 
the  hag''  are  ddnaiefl.  pi  the 
end  of  the  pr»>«ess  when  the 
mat  iv  liaiidid  r»ut 

“Kvvrvtv)d>  lu**  had  .j  luuid  in 
it."  shesiuii.  “It  is  a  team  e!t(»rt  ' 


LABOR  OF  LOVE  f  Atktns  huki'  a  con>pte!#tft 
tof  the  hon  .  m.idc  t'v  ’.nlif*'  (it  I  tst  bhm.  n  m 

Elethanv  Ok  ph<.>?”' 
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Just  for  the  Record 
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CROSS  ROADS  CHURCH,  PELAHATCHIE,  you*  and  toacteri  Mcvwj  thii  aummof  in 
Ridgacrm.  N.C. 


SAULS  VALLEY  CHURCH,  MONTICELLO,  youth  tacamly 
•ttandad  church  camp  at  Uke  Foraat  Ranch  in  Macon 


ETHEL  CHURCH.  ETHEL.  racanHy  oidainad 
AianHaaton  aa  datoon.  Ralph  Hunt,  paator. 


SUNRISE  CHURCH,  LEAKE  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION,  conducted  Sanior  Recognition  Day  on 
May  7.  Graduate*  indudad  Courtney  Jordan, 
Summer  Martia  and  Meaghan  Malorte. 


The  WMU  ol  HARMONY  CHURCH,  MINSTON  ASSOCIA 
HON,  hoelad  a  vvreath  decorating  dau  June  17 


if 
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Clayton  Rattit,  Payton  Croy.  Kaaon  Croy.  and 
Maaon  Pettit  led  vyotahip  at  TILLATOBA 
CHURCH,  TILLATOSA. 


ARTESIA  CHURCH.  ARTESIA,  ordained 
Mark  BoKn  and  Kanrtath  Grme*  aa  deacon*  June 
2B.  Jeff  Mocgaa  paator. 


MHJTARY  CHURCH.  SUMRAL^  hosted  Michael 
in  concert  July  ».  Statwvn  am  aom*  o1  the  church  members  and 
Engliah  (back  row,  center). 
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V 
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Youth  from  UNION  BAPTIST,  TYLSRTOWN, 
racendy  attended  Centrifuge  at  Union  Univaraitv 
in  Jackson,  lenn.  Shown  at*  Tyler  PhiNipt.  Pay- 
ton  Snimfield.  Meaon  McKanzie.  Keith  Sanford. 
Tylar  Fraatnen.  Kriaten  Fortanbarry,  Tillaoy  Mitdv 
aN.  Aiyaa  Btouaaaid,  ar»d  Tanothy  MnchaM 


pleasant  HILL  CHURCH,  BOOUE  CHITTO,  tent  32 
atudenia  and  chtajaronoa  to  Centrifuge  B  MiasionFuge  Camp  at 
the  Unweraitv  ol  MobSe  m  Mobilo.  Wa.,  July  10-16  Jacob  QIaaz. 
Student  Mihiater.  Floyd  Higginbotham.  Pattoi 

In  other  Church  News: 

►  Rad  Creak  Union  Church,  Parldnston.  ht^  singer 
Teny  Jo  Tei^  on  Sept  lo  at  6  p.m.  No  admiaaion  cnaige;  love 
oAsring  «»ill  be  taken. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


'th*  at  Heart  senior  group  of  CROSS  ROADS 
CHURCH,  PELAHATCHIE,  vnilsri  the  Promise  LarxJ 
Joumey.  CoNnsvile.  for  a  tour  of  the  Heeize  Moses  Tab- 
amade  arxl  the  Wesize  lamb  Jesus  conducted  by  Bid 
Fieeinan  of  Owenars  Life  Church.  Collinsville  Pictured  ai 
K^r  Moore.  Sarah  Dodge,  fieamaa  and  Carol  Chancedor. 


Vacation  Bible  School 


H77V*  RAf^LA  CHURCH,  WESSON,  recentfy  SAULS  VALLEY,  MONTICELLO:  June  28  -  30, 
Vtecatvon  Btbl«  School  Picturod  am  portioponts  Bfsndi  Camoy.  VBS  dirocior:  VVinsion  Fortaoberrv.  pattt 


CHURCH,  PHILADELPHIA,  recenHy  h«W  Vacation  Bible 

School.  Pictured  are  participants 


CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  WALTHALL  COUNTY: 
Danny  Stavens,  pastor 


One-d.iy  VBS  '■amp  July  27 


CENTER  CHURCH.  BLUE  SPRINGS 

tf  -  :  Bfbte  Sch<H>i  PictfifHfl  .ir:-  rarti'  iDrf  'is 
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Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


cat  raporta)  -  U^.  Prwident 
Donald  Trump  wants  to  re¬ 
verse  milit^  policy  on  trans- 
eender  individuals,  announc¬ 
ing  Jtdy  26  on  Twitter  the 
United  SUtes  will  not  'accept 
or  aUow*  people  who  iden¬ 
tify  as  a  different  gender  thim 
their  biological  sex  to  serve  in 
the  nation’s  armed  forces. 

'After  consultathm  with 
my  Generals  and  military  ex¬ 
perts,  please  be  advised  that 
the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  will  not  accept  or  allow 
(tjransgender  individuals  to 
serve  in  any  capacity  in  tte 
U.S.  Military,'  ’Trump  said  in 
a  scries  of  three  tweets. 

'fXir  mdltaiy  must  be  fo¬ 
cused  on  decisive  and  over- 


medical  costs  and  disruption 
that  transgender  in  the  military 
would  entafl. ’Riank  yoa’ 

Trump's  tweet  came  a  ytti 
after  the  Obama  admini^- 
tion  repealed  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  on  transgender  men  and 
women  aerviim  openly  in  the 
armed  forees.  ’nien-U5.  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Defense  Ash  Carter  set 
a  Amdline  of  July  i.  2017.  for 
'unplementing  the  new  policy, 
but  new  Seoetary  of  Defense 
James  Maths  announced  Jime 
•10  a  six-monlh  delay  in  enlist- 
Um  ttanaaendar  peopk. 

un«*pect~  -pofciy 
change  came  without  any  ex¬ 
planation  regarding  its  imple¬ 
mentation  aiM  how  it  would 
affect  transgender  individuals 
already  in  the  military. 


Hearinq  is  Believin 


irumdsnonlSTSagtiisI  con- _ 

OSYKAMPTKT  CHURCH  aSONQ  A  » 
VOCAtXMU.  YOUTH  MMSISl  1.3  yws 


Cal  today  lor  a  free  quote  601^108.0970 
or  amai-.  mlk«#bfo«ksrnlnlntryhM«mi«o*.coni 
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Truth  Is  not  relative 
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Revivals  &  Homecomings 


William  Carey  University  Hattiesburg  Campus 
Repair  and  Recovery  Updates 

Phasa  I  (complatad) 

■  CaMetia.  post  offica/ 
tiookstore.  Iibrarv 

■  Lawrence  Hall 

■  C  ollege  of  Osteopathic 
Litediane  (COM)  academic/ 
adiTOnisttativo/dinical 
building 

■  Thomas  Building  (physical 
therapy) 

■  Fairchild  Hall  (education). 

■  Smith  Hall  (education). 

■  Thomas  Fine  Arts  building, 
aacept  audrtoruim. 

■  Green  Science  HaB.  north 
wing 

■  Biology  lab  (now). 

■  Ben  Waddle  Sporta  FaeaKly 

■  Temporafv  repairs  to  dorme 

■  Protiminerv  repairs  lo 
athletic  fieldo  end  tennis 
courts 


■  Auditonum 

■  Wheeler  Alumni  House/ 
admissions  offices 

■  Qinton  Gym.  repairs  and 
new  annex 

■  New  ctessroom.and  office 
space 

■  New  paint,  permanera  win¬ 
dows.  now  rloonng.  and  nei 
ceiling  tiles  lor  all  dorms 

■  Bass  Chapel 

■  Anatorrry  Lab.  College  ol 
Medicine 

(■  Sarah  EHen  GiHespia 
Muaeum. 

■  Tatum  Theotre 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Beptisi  Becord  a  pleased  to  publish  news  end 
fO-wigrapba  of  special  events  thor  take  piaca  in  cooperating 
diuches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Contention: 
l|^  photoonphs  deputing  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  niaairte  QQianizations  will  not  be  published. 

>e  submilted  electronically 
must  be  included  in  the 
wm.  Secondary  method  news 
itledonB  1/2  bv  11-mchP*- 
be  received  in  writing:  no  at- 
I.  Due  to  ever-present 
accepted  Photograph 
permissible 

the  who.  what.  when, 
contact  person's 


rtieea  MJto  be  compleied 
summer  ZBIB) 

■  School  of  Business, 
renovation/  restoration 
Revised  complelion  date 
October  201/ 

■  Johnson  Hall  (new) 

■  Ross  Hall,  (new) 

■  Tatum  Theater,  new  .iddttion 

■  Asbury  Academic  Building 
(new) 

■  Tatum  Court  (new) 


Phase  II  (to  be  cornpw^  • 
this  summer  or  early  fall) 

■  Permanent  repairs  to  all 
dOfiTlS  . 

■  Green  Soence  Hall,  sooth 
w»ng 


Mm  win  be  ecoepted  ower  the  telephone 

Wusthiaati.  notaxtsttachmeres  wVl  be  i 

KVmJmm**  m  JPEG  format  are 

Plaeee  make  artidos  concise  todode 

vrhere  italaib  of  the  story,  along  with  a 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  muet  ba  submitted  etectroncaHy  v«  ^ 
attachments  m  JPEG  format  Hard  copy 
through  the  po«t«l  eervlce  will  not  be  accepted. 

mud  be  dear.  Sharp,  and  welHighted  Photographs  mu- 

people.  No  landKsiie'.  boUrling-.  or  obicct-only  phctog  . 
tie  printed.  Phosographs  comainiog  in.ipnrop'ia"’ 
obtectionafsie  clothing  wiH  not  be  'd  Cell  piii’p  * 

gMphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  ir  1  d"  i  "’  'i-i.  o 
uA  newsprint  are  generally  not  pubiishalne 

Theta  •  noguerantee  that  news  items  .uk)  ■"  P*'"’' 
w«  ba  pubkshad.  end  unsolicited  matenal  v'li  ^ 
scknowMged  or  returned  AD  news  ’•*  _ 

editing,  end  bM  photographs  aie  subi-  ’ 

Items  and/or  photographs  can  he  pul ' .  ■  si  n  t  '  n  < 
Oeedkne  for  submitting  nows  is  one  w.;oi  1 1  ■  n  ^ 

•  pubkcalion  date  Artides  ihai  are  noi  il.ii:-  ,...u  '‘n’  - 

pdjkshed  on  #  spaoe-awailabte  basis  .  ■  gu' 

oat  meant  to  ba  aichaustive 
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;tyle  and  clarity. 
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Ifc.BBjirBwilri' 

Jcae  BulMla  sac, 
FBCMKino 
Mr.aaSnBiiw 

New  Htslty&U  Soodwi  K 

FtiBCMBka*OUi 
VOTAWaKOfe 
Mi.lnnAiB^ 
llny/Jtaftta  SBC,  Oama  BC 
Mn-AanaBouDdi 
lln.KnlfaK.Ne«<)t 
OoUBniWiKH 
CMBC 
KeanalhBRlHid 
Mi.  A  Mn.  ARliur  D.  Buman 
RobtoMHid 
OndyHaBBi 
CMMOrinm 
Mi«.Bani>«BraHD 
S|prii«IMlBC 
Jmmb  Bnwt 

Mr.  k  Mn.  BHwy  J.  AknODo 
Jafanri  Buddar 
Mr.TadBncklt)' 
Mn.OmciaOMiq' 
Mr.tMn.ihi)rW.Boldai 
Mr-TtnOontiMI 

rMtykBethSnleadw 

Mr.OaaUW.CMpaiaCT 
Mra.JMDS,Moa 
M*.lmCkcra(h  . 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Bmiy  i.  Alxltloa 
Mr.UaHrRayCkie 
Mi.kMn.J(RySlKD 


HONOka 


Mr.kMn.U>IAa«n 
Ifc.BamMICMwii 
Mm  k  Nqihex*  -  Bnaac. 
Joe,  Uny.  Siifcy. 


Mr.SmnGnreki^ 

Dr.  lefaeece  Sue  Wttde 
Mr.lUBpOekOm 
Mb.  Data  GtiOD  k 
Mr-BokMeJoeGfero 
Ml.  k  Mb.  Wedey  ObdiIb 
ICrlveUnCiRaB 
BnoKeSSaHarhyaC 
Mi.SbeB>yM.Gnfatie 
Ms.MiDdokB.atM)te 
Mr.JoimQ'HeMy 


Mr.kMB.JaaMani° 

Mb.  NenHBiBaeck 
Mb.  Ume  M.  SoMtaaMod 

DBBHaqnlr 
MB.SEMa>IMbeaa 
DnwHaraigkB 
Mr.  k  Mb.  Jiddr  WooMy 
Mr.BSb'MDHe't 
DaroBJtuth  SSC,  Bopir  CUtto 
BC 

Mb.  Larfe  Mae  Bernard  Harv3l 
Badv  k  EBoaa  Aildiia 
JoAoBkHkkOeofta 
Joak  k  Skndri  tyno  Bright 
BiadkKenyLighBey 

ChrolAiniUidi^ 


JanykKteaU^daey 
Cfaeday  k  Sfasri  HanOtan 

Brant  kMad4yU(hBey 
TylerkDaiiclU«hlaay 
Daniki  Ughtnay 
JwakJeOEry  Brack 
SaankSanArLighiray 

.  Mr.  k  Mb.  Jodnia  Bright 
'  Mr.TrayH.Riitkdga 
Ma.  Shirley  M.  Magee 
Sinhh  Shdnot  WBatav  UC 
Mr.  k  Mb.  Woody  Beane 
ram  Hyatt  Bid  Mark  Graham 
Mr.  ChBfca  E. ‘Butch’ BoMdIJr. 
Aiknghm  Haighta  BC 


MV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

Thk  BCV  employs  Chrtstan,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparents.The  couples  must  be  n«ture  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children’s  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty.  The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.  They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty* 

Houseparent  nssponsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health. They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment. 

To  opptf  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celette  Cade  at  ccade@baptiftchildrensvillage.com  or  601-922- 
2242. 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  down^ded 
at  wwwikaptistchildrensvillage.com. 


SOCIAL  SERVICES  SECRETARY 

The  BCV  has  an  immedbte  opening  for  an  indMdual  to  fiH  the  position 
of  Social  Services  Secretary  in  the  agency’s  headquarters  in  RIdgeland.  MS. 

The  indhiidual  filling  this  position  must  be  a  mature  Christian  aAik  with 

personal  int^iity.  Christian  character  and  a  sound  reputation.  This  indi¬ 
vidual  must  dso  have  a  demonstrated  commitmtni  to  the  ethical  stan¬ 
dards  incumbent  upon  each  staff  merrtber  of  the  BCV  staff  and  an  appreci¬ 
ation  of  the  confidentiality  extended  to  children  and  families  served  by  the 

BCV.  This  indhndual  must  be  able  to  deal  with  chidren  and  aAilts  in  a  _ 
warm  accepting  manner.  The  successW  candkbte  must  have  a  minimum 
of  an  associate's  degree  or  equivalent,  and  training  and  experieiKe  in  sec¬ 
retarial  tasks,  and  be  proficient  in  general  office  computing  tasks,  spedfi- 
caly  word  processing  spreadsheet  applications  and  daQ  entry  in  various 
applications.  Other  signdkant  responsibilities  include  phone  coverage,  ex¬ 
tensive  filing  and  significant  interactions  with  ntembers  of  the  social  service 

and  ditkical  staf. 

To  apply  for  this  position,  complete  an  application  found  at 

http*;/fWww.baptistch  lldrensvillage.com/about/careers -employment 

and  send  it,  along  with  a  statement  of  feuth  and  a  resume  copy  to 
Kristen  Slaven  at  1 14  Marketiidge  Drive,  Ridgeland,  MS  39157  or  to 
kslaven@faaptistchildrensvUlage.coin. 


Sunday  School  Lessbbb  for  August  6,  2017 


The  Cleansing  •  Psalm  51 


David  only  thought  he  had  defeated 
<•“  until  he  came  face  to  face 
with  himself  and  his  own  grievous  sins 
a^m«  The  Lord.  One  God-ordained 
confrontational  visit  from  Nathan  the 
prophet  of  God  and  Goliath  of  Gath 
suddenly  seemed  smaller  than  the 
stone  David  had  used  to  fell  him 
In  2  Samuel  u;i,  David  sent  his 
mufhty  men  into  battle  while  he  re- 
,  mai^  in  Jerusalem.  Royalt>  had  its 
mvileges.  By  verse  4  of  that  same 
Charter,  adulterv  had  been  commit- 
t^  by  David  with  Bathsheba,  the  wife 
o  David's  mighty  men 

teth^eba  s  pnxnancy  was  the  result. 
Mortly,  a  murderous  conspiracy  had 
been  ualed.  Uriah  was  dead,  not  by  the 
sword  of  David,  but  by  his  order  Rov- 
al^A^lteiy.  Pregnancy.  Conspiracy. 
BUT...^  thing  that  David  had  doiie 
was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  David 
had  forgotten  (ignored?)  his  own  spiri- 
hirt  traMparency  in  the  eves  of  His 
Maker.  Sm  cannot  be  hidden. 

With  amazing  grace,  G<xi  sent  Na¬ 
than  to  confront  David  concerning  his 
of  sinfulness.  In  2  Samuel  12, 
Nathan  (whose  name  means  “gift") 

Eve  David  an  opportunity  to. admit 
I  wrongdoing  and  after  confession 
•Bd  rcpeotanc?,  receive  forgiveness 
WM  restoration  of  his  brokon  relation- 
verse  13,  we  discover 
why  David  has  been  called  a  mah  af¬ 


ter  God's  own  heart:  “1  have  sinned 
against  the  Lord."  David  knew  that  his 
sin  had  separated  him  from  Gtxi  This 
sm  would  produce  lifelong,  grave  con- 
wquences.  His  sin  must  be  confessed 
Psalm  51  reveals  the  heart  and  soul  of 
David  Ihrough  the  fall  and  forgive- 

ness  of  1 - _  r 


ness  of  I)a\id.  we  find  hope  in  snUe  of  Your  according  to 

our  owTi  frailties.  ^  ^  h>vingkindness  and  corapas- 


.  'r*  iiwi/r  in  suiie  01 

our  owTi  trailties.  ^ 

Psalm  ,51  and  Psalm  .32  (next  Sun- 
oay)  stand  as  "before  and  after"  nor- 
traits  of 

restoration  — 

after  con-  ' 

fes.sion  and 

repentance,  'i^r  VlB  p 

In  introduc-  W  tX 

tOD  notes,  1 1 

both  Psalms  -  ^  iC-  j  m 

are  credited  \  M'.  - : 

to  David 
author. 
both  Psalms 

tall  under  the  heading  of  "penitential" 
or  the  expression  of  deep,  abiding  sor 
row  over  sin  aemmpamed  bv  ronles- 
sion  and  repentance,  turning  irom  tliat 
sin.  Deep,  abiding  jo.yful  relief  comes 
from  the  relea.se  of  that  burden  of  sin. 
A  broken,  crushed,  contrite,  repentant, 
forgiven  sinner  will  once  again  b«-  able 
to  walk  in  the  ble.s,scdiiess  of  an  inti¬ 
mate  relationship  with  the  Lord. 

Lyrics  from  “Hosannah"  by  Hill- 
song  United  plead,  "...break  my  heart 


for  what  breaks  Yours...’.  David 
could  have  penned  those  words  and 
sung  them  with  his  response  to  God 
through  Nathan.  Psalm  51  is  filled 
with  .strong  verbs  paired  with  deeply 
personal  pronouns. 

Be  gracious  unto  me  according  to 

lUUr  IrivinoL^inrlnAec  _ _ 


Sion  Blot  out  (wipe  away,  erase)  my 
transgressions  (multiplied  rebellions) 
Wash  me  (outside,  clean  me  up)  from 
'my  iniquity 
(twisted- 
ness  and 

f.  ,  perversion). ' 

Explore  the  Bible  L'  ‘,?,"i.ir 

^  Bi'ckv  Brown  •  purify  me) 

Irom  niv 
-  sin  (missing 

.  the  mark  of 

holiness;.  ( 

,  know  what  I 

nave  (lone:  I  ha've  sinned  tirst  against 
ton.  lainl!  ,\ly  grandmother  usdi  to 
sa> ,  "We  are  sinners  b>  birth.  In  choice 
and  hv  practice.  Mavhe  tliat's  wh\  we 
are  .so  g.Kid  at  it!"  CerlainK.  these 
•verses  were  her  primary  scripur  jl  ref¬ 
erence  material. 

Purifv  me.  Wash  me.  .Make  me  to 

(once  again)  hear  jov  and  gladness. 
May  my  wcarv  bones  (broken  by  tbe 
loving  discipline  of  the  laird)  be  able 
to  rejoice.  Hide  ^our  face  from  my  sins 


‘"y  ‘niquities.  Through 
the  line  of  Judah  via  King  David  w  oukl 
come  One  Who  would  literally  “BLOOD 
OLT"  our  transgressions. 

-At  Psalm  51.10,  David  leans  in  close¬ 
ly  to  the  laird  he  had  set  aside  and  re¬ 
placed  with  his  own  wrongful  desires 
til'd  ^vil  plans.  He  asks  God  to  create 
in  him  a  clean  heart.  God  wants  to  give 
us  a  NEW  HEART  to  replace  the  self¬ 
ish,  sin-filled  one  we  inheriteiJ  froru 
Adam.  David  desires  a  renewed,  stead 
last,  no  longer  wandering  spirit.  David 
ilings  to  God  even  when  he  knows  lie 
deserves  to  lie  cast  away.  Ho  fears  the 
barren  life  iit  King  Saul,  his  predeces¬ 
sor  who  lorfeited  the  throne  as  well  as 
the  presence  and  power  of  the  Siiirit 
of  God,  He  pleads  tor  resloiaiion  of 
the  lormer  jov  of  his  salvation  R.uher 
than  a  reliellions  altitude  and  ai  lion, 
he  pravertnlK  desires  a  spirit  ot  will- 
mgness  I  hen.  anil  onh  then,  wonld  lie 
bear  ,in  ellective  testimony 

He  prays  lor  deliverance  Iri-ni  guilt 
nt  shedding  blood.  With  bis  tongue 
tliiongb  onen  lips,  his  monlli  will  onii- 
again  di'clare  praise,  Sacriliics  will 
Hot  siifliee.  Broken  (in  pieces)  .md 
contrite  (ernshed)  ht'arts  and  spirits 
arc  the  sai  rifiees  that  please  God  Oli. 
the  blessedness  ol  forgiieness. 

Broun  is  staff  erangriist.  /irsi 
Church,  Richland. 


The  Gift  of  Grace  •  2  Corinthians  12:2-10 


ITour  child’s  report  card.  Your  fu- 
2*1**  sports  team's  victory.  Your  prize 
“pm  I™  deer  stand.  We  tend  to  nrag 
•bout  such  things.  When  something 
™PP*ns  to  us  we  want  the  world 
to  know.  We  are  going  to  the  coffee 
•nop  the  beauty  parlor  or  to  social  me- 
™*  wf  something  news- 

•torthy.  That  is  how  we  are  wired.  No 
**  {"  ri^t  mind  is  going  to  brag 
bb  the  deet  that  got  away,  a  stinging 
wte«t  or  a  lesa  than  stellar  GPA.  We 
•r*  not  going  to  highlight  weakness. 
^PMtor  ana  hymn  writer  John  New- 
niU  the  pages  of  his  autobiogra- 
pbywith  just  the  opposite.  Everv  page 
to  tell  of  a  new  lowlight  In  life, 
ww  serving  on  a  slave  ship  in  West 
AmM,  Newton  describes  circumstaiues 
•uch  as  drunkenness,  false  accus.ition, 
“Opnaonment  and  hunger.  Once  the 
of  his  ship  lock^  him  on  top 
while  the  ship  was  in  dock  leaving 
wewton  only  one  bowl  of  rice  to  eat .  The 
returned  days  later  from  a  bird 
““btiM  trip  giving  the  starving  Newloii 
lb*  ontrsils  of  the  clcinen  birds  to 
eat.  NMhing  there  to  boast  about. 

raul  alao  understood  that  yxeakness 
•e^ed  a  hard  place  to  find  anything  to 
boast  about.  Our  text  nves  little  room 
™[f“*  oomfortable  Kristian  to  see 
•nWhing  worth  taking  to  beauty  shop. 
,.^•1“  hrti  planted  this  congregation 
'"**•  fo)  •nd  left  it  thriving.  While  in 


Ephesus  on  another  missionary  jour¬ 
ney  he  receives  word  that  false  teach¬ 
ers  had  crept  in  and  undermined  the 
work  that  he  had  begun.  {11:13)  this 
fact  broke  Paul's  heart  for  ('nriutli 
was  a  labor  of  love  (11:11)  Much  eftort 
was  made  to  see  lint  the  Corinthians 
received  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
gospel.  The  church  had  moved  aw.iv 
from  the  simple  leachitigs  of  Paul  and 
discovered  more  impr'essive  sjieakers 
and  wonder  workers.  C  rowds  were  re 
sponding  and  in  a  sense  the  church  was 
sticccssfiil 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

— ‘  Wf/j  CUi\  Anthnn'. 


sjiccessful 
Would  Paul 
deem  siK’h 
0 II  t  eo  m  t‘ N 
as  bod>i 
\><uthy?  In 
a  vNord.  no 
If  Paul  Nvas 
to  IXMst.  n 
wonld  onl\ 
U*  in  I’hri'vi 
l  lO  I"') 


Because  of  honor  bestowed 
(i2:2-‘’a) 

Paul  ineiiUons.a  vtraii>;i  evt  ir  >1  .in 
unnamed  man  vi.sitin^  paradiM  in  a  m- 
sif»n.  Many  evangelical  c«»nirnentat«irN, 
includmj;  ihis  aulfior  believe  thiit  Paul 
is  referring  tf»  himself  in  •  hal  he  chanK 
es  voicf*  lr«*in  vs  “y  and  vs  \gjin. 
this  visjnri  fit  the  heavrnlv  realm  (I.uke 


^3  43-  Kev.  2;?)  could  he  u.sed  js  a 
bra>y?inj5  point  tor  Paul  hut  instead,  hv 
not  naming  himself,  put.-  credit  upfui 
(ir»d  vkho  placed  honor  fin  Paul  bv  al 
lowing  him  to  see  a  glinipst‘  of  things 
toeome.  Paul  could  rub  in  the  fart  that 
.he  vvas  a  prKileged  person  because  f»t 
extraordinarv  revelations  (7a)  hut  de- 
sin*tl  onl>  for  the  Corinthians  to  know 
t!ie  ( )ne  that  gave  the  revelation 

Because  liumhlirtg  hardships 
(I2:''b-K) 

Paul  had 

I  ^  unknown 

LllU  rllfkUgfl  f«j 

gMh  Jpy'  _  EJ  humhlf  fit 
knew  there 
was 

once  ohsta 
cle  that  lie 

;  ould  not  •wereoine.  This  hard.ship  was 
“imugh  t)f  a  roadbi(Kk  to  ministrv  that 
i\ml  look  it  to  thni  in  prayer  multiph' 
tunes  iK)  iTiis  is  what  suffering  and 
hardships  are  gotnl  tor;  they  drive  ns  to 
elo.ser  trust  in  (hhI  No  f>ne  liv‘ks  for 
ward  to  hardships  hut  if  we  see  them  as 
catalysts  that  linve  us  deeper  towards 
I.ikI  at  least  we  know  their  ending  is 
tor  our  good. 


Because  help  arrives  when  needed 
<l2:U'to) 

(iraee  is  siiffiru'nt  loi  all  times 
No  matter  what  Paul  would  lace.  lie 
would  face  It  f>v  standing  on  the  gran* 
of  (iod.  His  weakness  led  to  hard.ships 
and  tailur**s  which  in  turn  letl  to  more 
and  moir  grace.  The  grace  of  (hkI  was 
enough  to  gel  Paul  through  his  weak 
ness  ig)  and  on  towards  useful  minis 
tfv  itoasting  for  Paul  never  includes 
one  word  ikf  personal  vu  lorv  hut  orilv 
words  the  (’oriiithians  wtuihl  seC  fi> 
failure.  That  is  th»‘  point;  Paul’s  call 
mg  was  to  he  impressivr*  hut  onlv  in 
impri'ssing  »)thrTs  to  l.Mik  t«.  (  lin  t 
Where  he  tailed,  graee  rescued 

1  ivc'it  Out 

(»«►»!  sgr  ice  plus  a  wr.ik  human  •sjuals 
a  |>ov>crtul  fcstinionv,  While  It  is  true 
that  maii>  believers  IimI.u  face  uiispeak 
able  trials  tor  their  faith,  such  trails  are 
not  a  guaranti*^'.  Verv  few  p«s»ple  re,D^ 
ing  these  words  vmI1  lace  shipwreck^,  im¬ 
prisonments  or  heatmg.s  fiver  their  faith 
Wliat  Is  giiarantr't't!  for  Ndievers  that 
MO  mailer  what  we  ta<*'.  it  cati  1h*  la«  t-il 
and  endurrxi  through  i  an!  -  gift  of  gr.es' 
!*hjit  gift.  Paul  found,  wns  the  t*nU  thing 


worth  fwiasting  almiit  ^ 

Anthnni^  is  dim  tttr  >»/  fhv  (  o/ild’ 
orurire  Mi*>si(>ntinf  .Vern’or*-,  ihfftti 
Hidiy  Springs 
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Christians  oftan  don^t  get  noticed  for  ministries 


NASHVlif  (BP)  -  Mam  Americans 

are  obiivuus  to  various  enorts  by  locu 

ChiiMiaiiB  or  cfaurcbes  to  save 
neislibofs,  wcof^ns  to  ft  new 
ftoD  lifeWay  Reaefticfay  ftn  aim  of 
W19  Ouistian  Resources  of  die  Sot^ 
em  Brotist  Ctoovenbon  in  thrt 

•jmriJrtes  jo  suTvcys  about  fentfa  in  OM- 
ture  and  in  moten  that  aSect  cboidics. 

In  a  survey  of  1,000  Americans, 
LifeWay  Research  looked  at  13  service 
peosrama  cooductod  by  churches  from 
tiitnring  kids  to  teaching  job  skins. 
Americans  'were  asked  if  ni^d  he^ 
at  cfauicbes  or  chunh  memhis  being 
invohvd  in  those  activities  in  the  past 
sbrmooShs. 

Six  in  10  —id  diey  know  churches 
feed  the  faui^.  Half  said  diey  know 
churches  give  aothing  to  the  poor.  Ber 
pond  ttwt,  acts  of  sorvkx  \k  churches 

ofteni^ipear  to  go  unnoticed,  said  Smtt 

HeCaanen,  eaecudve  director  of  life- 

WayKesearch.  ^ _ 

‘‘Unfeas  you've  received  fr^ 

a  church  —  or  been  involved  in  serving 

others  -  these  kmds  of  programs  may 
fly  unda  the  radar,’ Moumnen  said 
Few  Americans  were  aware  that 
efaurdtes  hdp  people  prepare  their  tax¬ 
es  (eight  pero^X  movide  fosta  care 
(ia%x  »«**  Eitgjnh  to  immigtantE 
(i3*XorteBdiiob8kaiB(i3X). 

A  few  more  knew  dmrdies  tutor  kids 

(i6»X  provide  aid  to  new  moms  (i^X 
simport  local  schools  (aiXX  offa  after- 


inprisoaCasXX 

About  a  ddrd  of  Americans  knew 
ciMirches  ■Iwlaw  riw  hiaiifJess  and  pro¬ 
vide  dbawer  relief  asrioaoce  (39X> 
Fourteen  percent  of  Ameticanf' ’’vdnt 
heardofanyaftbeseaetvioesbyiBircb- 
es.  Sevoaeen  percent  were  not  sure. 

Not  surprisingiy,  Americais  ivfao  at¬ 
tend  religious  servicer  at  least  once  a 

■  -  -  -  vvwvMto  KVaila/  fen  Kmjca  KmifH 


^wUtmod  works  done  by  GO[%r«ations 

■  "fety  percent  said  heard  of 

churefaeB  tutoring  school  )d^  Only  ei^ 

percent  of  tb»e  who  attend  less  than  once 

a  month  bsrve  heard  of  church  tutoring 

**"S'^orty-eight  perc^  had  beard  of 
cfauidi  members  meeting  widi  those  in 
prfeon.  Forty-five  percent  had  heard  of 
churches  shotering  the  botneleas.  Infie- 
quent  attenders  were  less  bkely  to  have 
beard  of  churches  viating  ptisaners  (12%) 
or  sheltering  the  homeless  (27%X 

■  Kfty-ei^  percent  were  aware  of 
churches  providing  disasta  relief  com¬ 
pered  to  se9K  of  those  who  attend  kss  citen. 

■  Seventy-two  perce^  were  aware 
of  churches  gKing  dothing  to  the  poor, 
while  only  39%  of  those  who  attend 

church  Im  than  once  a  month  had  heard 

of  such  mioislty. 

■  Seventynane  percent  of  those  who 
attend  services  at  le^  once  a  month  had 
heard  of  dmiches  feeding  the  hungry.  For- 
ty-nme  percent  of  those  who  attnid  less 
hadhesidofthis. 

Churches  and  church  members  of¬ 
ten  serve  anyoito  fiom  their  community 
whetha  they  attend  services  or  not,  said 
McConnell,  out  outsideis  may  not  get  the 

message  whkh  he  said  is  a  problem  —  if 

^ple  dont  know  about  a  dnirch’s  efiorts 
to  serve  othOT  they  won’t  turn  to  a  church 
when  they  need  bop.  . 

With  betta  awareness,  those  who  don  t 

go  to  church  might  show  up  to  help  their 
neighbois.  A  pcevkxis  UfeWay  Research 
study  found  that  51*  of  unchurchai 
Americans  —  those  who  haven’t  attended 

services  in  the  ptft  six  months  —  said  the) 

would  be  wiBii^  to  a  churrh  with  a 
community  service  proj^ 

’Feocle  who  nera  help  may  be  miss- 
iiw  out,*  McConndl  said,  and  Americans 
want  to  lend  a  hand  mi^  miss  the 
chance  to  hdp  out  and  along  me  way  con- 

_ a  -‘al-  • 


LifeWay,  NAME  join  together  for  new  web  site  effort 


NASHVILLE  IBT)  -  New  re- 
seKtfli  undermines  an  oAen- 
lepestod  rtnfiatic  riiout  diurch 
dedtoe  but  stiQ  reveals  a  difficult 
situalioo  for  Southern  Baptist 
churches  —  and  an  opportunity 
to  encourage  more  Goapd  oon- 
waaabom 

On  his  wehait^  LifeWay  Presi- 
dent  and  CEO  ’Ihom  SL  Rainer 
baa  publMied  finding  from  re- 
seardi  of  MXM  randnnKsaefect- 
ed  Southan  BapCiat  diurthea, 
inrhxfing  dialenging  the  idea 
that  80%  of  churdies  are  eiiha 
piatraiwd  or  declining.  The  new 
findings  are  baaed  on  analysfe  of 
Annual  Chunh  ProQe  data  fiem 
aoi3  and  3016. 

'  Unfortunately,  Rainer’s  re- 
seaidt  doeaat  fim  a  much  bet¬ 
ter  piciure  tfam  the  ^netaDy 
accepted  figures.  His  analysis 
found  around  65K  of  cfauroies 
are  staBed  or  are  rininkinn 
'  'Ihe  evangeifetk  delerio- 
ratfon  wMiin  diufches  acroas 
North  America  has  been  a  reafity 
for  several  decades.  Thia  ia  not 
new  infomiatfoo  but  vre  wanted 
to  find  out  the  degree  of  the  drte- 
rioralion,' Rainr  said. 

Even  among  the  35^  of 
Nburdhes  that  are  KTowIk  the 
signs  are  not  aO  pootive.  ’Grow¬ 
ing  churches  are  primarily  gniw- 


ing  thtcuch 
tranafer 
grawfli,*  Raiii- 
er  said.  *If  we 
look  at  which 
churches 
are  actually 
healthy  frem 
an  evugelittic 
perspective,  RAINCII 
St’s  o^  about 
tlx  or  seven  out  of  too.’ 

Rainer  said  he  wiD  continue 
to  releaae  new  infonnaboo  on 
hfe  webaite,  'IhomRakiCTrtini, 
including  inaighls  into  tfaoae  six 
to  aeven  percent  of  churches  that 
have  been  effective  at  evangeliz- 
ing  their  conimunitiea. 

Rainer’s  analysis  points  spe¬ 
cifically  to  vfonying  signs  tor 
smalfer  congreptkMs.  *Ova 
61N  of  churom  average  fewa 
than  too  in  worship  attoidance,* 
he  said,  *but  two  out  of  three  of 
these  dandies  are  dedinkiL* 

As  a  former  smaB  daircn  pas¬ 
tor.  Rama  said  he’s  trouoled 
by  the  findings  which  point  to 
vM  he  calls  a  'death  spiraT  fiir 
diutdies  that  dip  below  100  in 
wonhip  attendance.  The  research 
shows  diurtfaes  (feebne  M  a  festa 
rate  as  they  becamr  smaOa. 

“Once  a  church  declines  be¬ 
low  too  in  worship  attendance. 


it  ia  likely  to  (he  within  just  a  few 
years,’  he  said.  "The  me  expec- 
trmey  for  mainr  of  diese  (hurdles 
is  to  years  or  (m.’ 

There  is  hope  for  die  amaO 
church  and  its  pastor  that  Rainer 
said  knows  first  hand.  ’At  the 
first  (hindi  1  ever  peatoied,  v«e 
started  witfa  an  attendance  of 
aeven.'Wben  they  called  me  to  be 
their  pastor,  it  was  eitha  that  or 
dose  the  (foors.’ 

Raino  painted  out  he  didn’t 
hare  programs  or  moory.  ’AH  I 
had  wm  tM  Holy  Spirit  giving  me 
opportunities  to  share  the  Gos- 
pd  The  turnaround  started  with 
me  leaihng  one  person  to  Chrisl. 
Others  in  me  congregation  began 
to  do  the  same. 

*Afta  one  year,  the  atten¬ 
dance  had  grown  to  nearly  to.  It 
wasn't  titooey  or  the  latest  rad  It 
was  just  obedienoe.’ 

As  a  way  to  enoxirage  evan- 
gehstic  obedfenoe  amoog  pastors 
and  cofigregatioiis,  Rainer  has 
partnered  with  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Mission  Board  to  launch 
EvBngelismReiiewal.coin. 

The  site  wffl  encourage  church¬ 
es  to  record  how  many  Gospel 
convrrsatkxis  they  hope  to  haw 
fo  2018.  ’We  ktww  conversion 
is  only  by  the  Ho|y  Sitrit,  but  we 
akn  know  that  God  rirgins  most 


of  these  conversions  wim  Gospel 
axiveraataxis,'  Raina  said 
The  goal  of  the  research  and 
EvangensmRenewal.cora  is  to 
start  a  conversation  about  dif¬ 
ficult  topics  but  also  to  point 
stniggliiig  churches  to  evange¬ 
list^^’  successful  congrega- 
tiohs  and  offer  encouragement 
for  those  in  dedine  to  follow 
suit,  he  exxplained. 

At  the  she,  visitors  can  sign  up 
to  receive  a  ftee  e-hook,  K^iirr 
on  Evangelism. 

*We  hope  fiiis  will  giw  church 
leaders  a  reason  to  k-ad  their 


churches  to  be  evangelistk  arxl 
give  those  in  the  congregatioas 
resources  and  ideas  on  h(>w  the\ 
can  be  evangelistic,'  Rainer  said. 

The  .rebsite  will  contain  testi¬ 
monies,  resourtes,  and  reseaa  h, 
but  the  emphasis  will  be  on  en 
coiuKjng  Christiaas  to  shan- 
their  faith  with  others. 

'It  is  our  prayer  that  the  re¬ 
search,  the  website  aixl  the  e 
h(K)k  will  spark  millions  of  (kw 
pel  conwrsatjoas  that  God  will 
use  to  bring  abtxit  the  comersion 
of  men  and  women,  hoys  ind 
giris,'  Rainer  said 


